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We Respect We are Honest We Listen We are Positive We Care
Headteacher
The Spring Term is well underway, and the children are enjoying their new topics. Last term, 128 children achieved
100% attendance. This is great news. Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you
can prepare your child for success - both in school and in life. When you make school attendance a priority, you help
your child make better progress and develop healthy life habits.

I will be holding an open forum on Friday 8th February at 1.45pm. At the forum I will be
discussing attendance, there will also be the opportunity for you to discuss, ask questions, and find out more
information about Estcots. Please do feel encouraged to come along.
New Timetable for Reporting to Parents
For some time now, I have thought receiving a report at the end of the year may not be the most useful time for you
as parents. In order to enhance our partnership with you, I believe receiving the annual report at the end of the
Spring term would enable you to work more closely with us in supporting your children to achieve their targets. This
year we will send out reports at the end of this term; they will indicate the most likely/predicted outcome for the
end of year as well as achievements and targets for the summer term. You will be able to discuss the report at
parents’ evening. I hope that this will enable you to feel fully informed and able to work with us to ensure the very
best outcomes for your child. At the end of the summer term you will then receive a very short summary of
achievement.

Single use plastic water bottles

One of our targets this year is to reduce the amount of plastic waste in school. An easy way to start is
to ask that everybody (children and staff ) uses a reusable water bottle in school. We are going to survey the classes
and see how many classes manage to have no single use bottles! Thank you to our PFA who set a great example at
the Christmas disco by refilling water bottles and reducing waste.

Have a lovely weekend!

Sporting Events

Stars of the Week
th

(Week ending Friday 11 January 2019)
"Some of our stars from the first full week back after
Christmas (the others to follow)"

(Week ending Friday 18th January 2019)

This week children from Year 5 & 6 have been taking
part in a variety of sporting events.
On Tuesday 22nd January, eight children took part in a
Basketball Tournament over at Sackville. They learnt
different skills needed for the game and then had a
mini tournament. All children thoroughly enjoyed this
experience, showing brilliant sportsmanship and
enjoyment for the game. Some future Basketball
players in the making! Well done to all the children
who took part.
On Wednesday 23rd January, 12 children took part in
Sports CREW training over at Sackville. This has
become very popular over the years and is a fantastic
programme that teaches children the skills they need
to run different sporting activities. This maybe within
a warm up of a PE lesson, games at lunch time or
supporting teachers running after school clubs. The
children have come back enthused and excited about
the ideas they have gained for leading different
games.

School Car Park
May we remind you that the school car park is not to
be used for dropping off and picking up children.
We have had complaints that this rule is not being
adhered to by some parents. For safety reasons could
you please also ensure that you do not walk through
the car park.

(Week ending Friday 25th January 2019)

Thank you for your co-operation.

Lost Property
May we ask that all school uniform and items brought
into school are clearly labelled.
Thank you.

On Wednesday 16th January 2019 five children participated in the next round of the East Grinstead Cross-Country
race. Well done to all the children for reaching this stage, some fantastic potential runners for the future.
The course was 3 laps of the top part of the Estcots field, not an easy run at all! All the children ran brilliantly and
should be incredibly proud of themselves!
Fantastic running and excellent team spirit to brighten up a very damp and miserable afternoon.
Well done to all runners!

'In Reception we have been learning about pattern. We explored different ways of making patterns. '
We have also been learning about 3D shapes. Look at the 3D town we made outside with the bricks.
We have learnt the names of the shapes, Cone, Cylinder, cube, cuboid, and sphere. We have found saying
'sphere' very tricky!

Stunning Start in 1E
Learning: To be able to talk about what I have discovered when starting back at
school.
On Thursday 3rd January the children came into 1E’s classroom to a huge mess! They
discovered baked beans, paint, flour, rice, pasta and many other ‘treats’ all over the
floor and tables. They received a video news report asking them to create their own
Crime Reports based on their findings. Apparently this has been happening in other
schools around the Country!
We considered the following things before writing our own Crime Reports:
1. Date
2. Time
3. Crime details – we measured the length of the tracks and used magnifying glasses to make
sure we didn’t miss anything!
4. Where it happened?
5. What I think happened?
6. Who or what may have created this mess?
7. What do I need to do next?

Children's comments included:
'Who has done this? Will we find out?'- Lily
'Maybe it's a chef who cooks our lunches and they dropped all of the ingredients' –
James and Zach.
'I think it was a thief who made the mess' - Tommy
'I could be two people riding two bikes and they dropped their ingredients or their food' Ava and Abigail.

CRIME SCENE DISCOVERED IN 1L
On Thurday 3rd January 2019 at 8.30 am, a crime scene was discovered in 1L’s classroom at
Estcots Primary School.

There were oats, pasta, jelly, rice, baked beans and cornflakes – it was a terrible mess!
We also noticed tyre tracks that had been left in red paint on the floor.

We became detectives to try to find out who committed this crime in our classroom and why?

During our investigation, we received a newsflash report that told us of similar crimes in other
classrooms across the country. We were asked to write a crime report and send them in to the
newsroom so that a full investigation could take place.
Who did this? Was it Santa? Was it the naughty elves? Maybe it was a spy or even an explorer!

The children came into school to a 'crime scene' with lots of mess on the floor and table. We were then sent a video
of a news report telling us that this had happened in lots of other schools around the country and that we needed to
report our findings so they can collect all the evidence.
Here are some quotes about what the children thought had happened:
"I think an elf came into school because my elf put flour on the table too."
"I think it was a truck because there are tyre tracks in the paint."
"I think it was a team of robbers that split up and go to different schools because they like to get up to mischief."

To launch our topic we came into the classroom to find a large mess had been left (baked beans, ketchup, lemon
curd, pasta and some paint with tyre tracks in). We also had a news report that we watched which told us that
schools up and down the country have also faced the same problem! The children were then investigators and
thought about what might have happened and who could have left the mess. Some of the quotes from the children
were:
"I think it might be a Sainsbury's truck that opened its doors and all of the things inside fell out!"
"It's a naughty elf that's been riding a car through our classroom"
"It could be a chef that's decided to make a big mess in our classroom but then I don't know why there's tyre tracks!"

We found out how the digestive system
works, by learning with physical items. We
combined orange juice (representing the
stomach acid), water (saliva), bread and
crackers (food). We mashed them all up in a
plastic bag and poured it out into a small
pair of tights, which represented the
intestines which leads the food to go to the
anus. We squeezed the food through the
tights and caught all the liquid that came
out into a bowl. Some people thought it was
disgusting but some thought it was
fascinating.

We found out how dry ice works. We used
room temperature water for the first
experiment and we combined the dry ice
and the water which caused the water to
bubble and a sudden explosion of misty
smoke. Next we did the same but with hot
water which led to a bigger eruption full
of misty smoke. After that, we used dish
soap which made bubbles go everywhere.
At the end, we used the left overs for a
giant explosion out on the MUGA with
washing up liquid when you combine these
together - this is actually what people use
to put out fires.

This is our favourite activity, because
chocolate was included. We had to examine
the chocolate pieces and imagine they were
different types of rocks. We had to draw
them and label what kind of rock they were.
We were there for quite a while examining
how it might feel like, even though we
couldn’t touch them. Our favourite part
was eating the chocolate at the end!

Our final activity was with custard! We
tried to find out if walking on custard
was actually possible. And apparently it
is! We were also able to try and hold corn
starch and water together. What
happened was if we moved it around in
our hands quickly it would behave like a
solid, but if you rest your hand while
holding the mixture it would turn into a
liquid. Our opinions were quite
different, some thought it was gross and
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others thought it was fascinating and
cool!

DRY ICE
In Mrs Willis’s classroom, at the start of
the day, we did the dry ice experiment!
We first did a sheet about gases, liquids
and solids. We put the small pieces of
dry ice in a pot then we added the hot
water. I learnt that when carbon dioxide
gets stuck in the bubbles it works like a
fire extinguisher: because it is heavy it
creates sort of a blanket that puts the
fire out. It felt really soft especially when
it bubbled.

Oobleck
In Mrs Richards’s class we played
with oobleck and custard. We then
watched a video about John Tickle
walking on custard and showing
when you put pressure on it, it is
hard and when you don’t, it will turn
into a liquid.
Rock examining

We used 6 pieces of chocolate and
matched them up to planet rocks
and descriptions which were on
paper.Then at the the end we got
to eat the chocolate.

Digestive system
We crunched up crackers, bread,
orange juice and water and then put
them in tights and squeezed them
down to show the digestive system.

